
                                                       
 
STEVE GUERDAT REIGNS SUPREME IN THE ROLEX GRAND PRIX OF IRELAND 

Rolex Series, Dublin, August 9, 2026 
 

 

Steve Guerdat (SUI) and Albfuehren’s Iashin Sitte claimed a magnificent victory in the Rolex 
Grand Prix of Ireland on Sunday afternoon, bringing five days of world-class sport at the 
Gallagher Dublin Horse Show to a spectacular conclusion. 

Once again, the crowds turned out in force at the Royal Dublin Society, filling the grandstands 
surrounding the Main Arena for the highlight of the week and creating the unique atmosphere for 
which the Dublin Horse Show is renowned. 

After earning their places through a demanding qualification process throughout the week, 40 
horse-and-rider combinations lined up for the CSIO5* 1.60m Rolex Grand Prix of Ireland, with €1 
million in prize money at stake.  

Irish course designer Alan Wade set a demanding first-round track of 14 obstacles and 17 efforts, 
with a time allowed of 80 seconds. Precision, scope and concentration were required 
throughout, and from the opening combination, the course began to separate the field. 



First into the arena, Arne van Heel (NED) and Keaton HV immediately showed that the challenge 
could be mastered. The Dutch combination produced a composed and precise clear round, 
opening the possibility of a jump-off from the very start of the competition. 

Several combinations then saw their hopes fade around Wade’s course. Rene Dittmer (GER) and 
Cody 139 collected four faults at the Rolex vertical in the middle of the triple combination, 
together with one time fault, while Robert Whitaker (GBR) and Equine America Vermento saw a 
promising round come undone over the final two fences. 

The atmosphere changed as home favourite Jordan Coyle (IRL) and Chaccolino entered the 
arena. Already double clear together in Friday’s Nations’ Cup of Ireland for the Aga Khan Trophy, 
the pair once again delivered when it mattered, producing a fault-free round that was met with 
huge applause from the packed grandstands. 

World No. 3 Shane Sweetnam (IRL), winner of the Rolex Grand Prix of Falsterbo earlier this 
season, was unable to find the answer to the course with Pia Maria H. Jörne Sprehe (GER) and 
Toys, runners-up in the Rolex Gran Premio Roma in May, lowered the Rolex Series wall, an 
obstacle that also caught out the in-form Natalie Dean (USA) and Acota M. 

Then came Steve Guerdat (SUI). Partnering Albfuehren’s Iashin Sitte, the Olympic champion 
produced a beautifully controlled clear round to secure his place in the jump-off. Ireland soon 
had another reason to celebrate as Lt Michaeli Byrne and MSH Claregalway also left every fence 
standing, earning their place among the finalists in front of an enthusiastic home crowd. 

Two of the leading American contenders were unable to join them. Karl Cook (USA) and Foxy de 
la Roque, winners of Thursday’s Cashel Palace Hotel Stakes, encountered several difficulties, 
while World No. 1 Kent Farrington (USA) and Greya looked on course for a clear until a fault 
coming out of the Rolex triple combination ended their hopes of reaching the jump-off. 

France then enjoyed a particularly strong passage through the arena. Nicolas Sers and Eleven de 
Riverland produced a fault-free performance, before Olivier Robert and Iglesias D.V. followed 
with another clear to secure two French combinations in the jump-off. 

The home crowd was on its feet again when Michael Pender (IRL) and the homebred Madgeslane 
Louis completed a fault-free round, becoming the third Irish combination to progress. 

For defending champion Laura Kraut (USA), however, there would be no repeat of her 2025 
victory. After encountering difficulties at the Rolex Series wall, the American elected to retire. 

World No. 2 Richard Vogel (GER) then demonstrated exactly why he is among the leading riders 
in the world. Together with Cloudio, he delivered an impressive clear round to add his name to an 
already high-calibre jump-off. 

One final major contender remained. Runner-up in the Rolex Grand Prix of Ireland in 2025, 
Olympic champion Rodrigo Pessoa (BRA) entered the arena determined to go one better this 
year. Partnering Major Tom, the Brazilian produced the ninth clear round of the competition and 
secured the final place in the jump-off. 

After 40 combinations had taken on Alan Wade’s first-round course, nine remained in contention 
for the Rolex Grand Prix of Ireland title: Arne van Heel, Jordan Coyle, Steve Guerdat, Lt Michaeli 
Byrne, Nicolas Sers, Olivier Robert, Michael Pender, Richard Vogel and Rodrigo Pessoa. 



A THRILLING NINE-WAY JUMP-OFF 

With nine combinations returning to the arena, the stage was set for a thrilling conclusion to an 
exceptional week in Dublin. 

First to go, Arne van Heel and Keaton HV laid down the initial challenge with a second clear round 
in 41.47 seconds. 

The atmosphere intensified when Jordan Coyle entered the arena. Riding in front of his home 
crowd, the Irishman attacked from the opening stride, taking tight turns and carrying his pace all 
the way to the final fence. A clear in 39.27 seconds moved him into the lead and sent the packed 
grandstands into celebration. 

But Steve Guerdat was still to come. The Swiss champion produced a masterclass aboard 
Albfuehren’s Iashin Sitte. Combining speed with remarkable precision and fluidity, Guerdat 
found the perfect balance throughout the shortened course and crossed the finish line clear 
in 37.81 seconds, taking almost a second and a half off Coyle’s leading time. 

The challenge was now set. Lt Michaeli Byrne added another double clear for Ireland, while 
Nicolas Sers, Olivier Robert and Michael Pender all saw faults end their chances of challenging 
Guerdat. 

World No. 2 Richard Vogel entered the arena determined to attack the leading time. The German 
took every risk with Cloudio, producing an ambitious round, but a fault ended his hopes of taking 
the title. 

Last to go, Rodrigo Pessoa remained the final rider capable of denying Guerdat victory. After two 
fences fell, the Brazilian elected to retire, confirming the result. 

STEVE GUERDAT CROWNED IN DUBLIN 

With two fault-free rounds and the fastest time of the jump-off, Steve Guerdat and Albfuehren’s 
Iashin Sitte secured a memorable Rolex Grand Prix victory in one of international show jumping’s 
most prestigious events. 

Jordan Coyle and Chaccolino finished second after an exceptional performance on home soil, 
while first-round trailblazers Arne van Heel and Keaton HV completed the podium. 

1. Steve Guerdat (SUI) & Albfuehren’s Iashin Sitte — 0 / 0 — 37.81 sec 
2. Jordan Coyle (IRL) & Chaccolino — 0 / 0 — 39.27 sec 
3. Arne van Heel (NED) & Keaton HV — 0 / 0 — 41.47 sec 

The victory provided a fitting conclusion to five days of international sport, Irish equestrian 
tradition and packed grandstands at the Gallagher Dublin Horse Show, the sixth event of the 2026 
Rolex Series. 

● RESULTS 
● READ MORE 

https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/Events/Dublin/Gallagher-Dublin-Horse-Show.html?year=680#Results
https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/News.html


 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

Steve Guerdat 

“This one is very special. Dublin means a lot to me. It’s one of the places that made me fall in love 
with this sport. Last year, I had to miss the show and watch it from home, which was a difficult 
moment for me, so to come back this year and win means a lot. 

“It wasn’t the easiest week for me, but my horse felt great when it mattered most. I never gave 
up. In the jump-off, I knew I couldn’t really make up much time on the straight lines, so I had to 
take my chances in the turns. One of his greatest qualities is his ability to stay focused and allow 
me to take those risks. It’s also a great feeling when you can see that your horse is enjoying it as 
much as you are. 



“Winning a Rolex Grand Prix is always something special. The Rolex Series events bring so much 
history to our sport. They are the kind of events that make children dream of one day coming here 
and competing themselves. I’m very grateful to sponsors like Rolex for what they bring to the 
sport and for helping inspire the next generation. 

“I have my little star, Ella, and I hope she will love the sport too. When you see families coming 
here to Dublin with so much passion for horses and for the sport, that is what keeps everything 
going from one generation to the next.”  

 
Jordan Coyle 

“What a week. With a horse like Chaccolino, I knew I had to give it everything in the jump-off. I 
had a really good feeling with him and we have a great connection. We understand each other, 
so I felt I could really try. 

“I can’t say thank you enough for the opportunity to ride here. My whole family is involved in the 
sport and nobody wanted to miss this week. To be here with my brother and to have had the week 
we’ve had makes it even more special. I’ll be back next year.” 

Arne van Heel 

 
“I got this horse last year, when he was jumping at 1.40m and 1.45m level, and since then he has 
continued to develop. He has already shown some really good form at several events this season, 
so to come here to Dublin and perform like this is unbelievable.” 

“I was already incredibly happy to jump clear in the first round, and then to produce another clear 
in the jump-off makes me so proud of him. He really likes this kind of big arena. He feels 
comfortable when he comes into a setting like this, and today’s course suited him very well. I’m 
incredibly happy with this horse and with what he has achieved here.” 
 

● RESULTS 
● CONTENT POOL 

 

https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/Events/Dublin/Gallagher-Dublin-Horse-Show.html?year=680#Results
https://contentpool.rolexseries-equestrian.com/


 

THE ROLEX SERIES HEADS TO BRUSSELS FOR THE FINAL EVENT OF THE 2026 SEASON 

Following an unforgettable week in Dublin, the Rolex Series will head to Belgium for the Brussels 
Stephex Masters, taking place from 26–30 August 2026 at Stephex Stables, Wolvertem. 

As the seventh and final event of the 2026 Rolex Series season, the Brussels Stephex Masters will 
bring together the world’s best riders and horses for five days of international show jumping 
across its three distinctive grass arenas. 

The 2026 Rolex Series season will culminate on Sunday, 30 August at 2:30 p.m. with the Rolex 
Grand Prix presented by Audi, bringing another exceptional season of world-class sport to a 
close. 

One final Rolex Grand Prix remains in the 2026 Rolex Series. All eyes now turn to the Brussels 
Stephex Masters. 

 
● DISCOVER MORE 

 
WATCH EVERY ROLEX GRAND PRIX OF THE ROLEX SERIES FOR FREE ON OUR 
WEBSITE 

● LIVE 

PRESS CONTACT 
Noémie Renard | +33 (0)7 83 07 19 18  | press@rolexseries-equestrian.com 

● CONTENT POOL 

https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/Events/Brussels/Brussels-Stephex-Masters.html?year=563
https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/index.html
https://contentpool.rolexseries-equestrian.com/


● ACCREDITATION 
● WEBSITE 

ROLEX SERIES EVENTS 2026  
 
- Winter Equestrian Festival - Rolex Finale Week | March 24-29, 2026 
- CSIO Roma Piazza di Siena | May 27-31, 2026 
- Jumping International de La Baule - Officiel de France | June 11-14, 2026 
- Falsterbo Horse Show | July 8-12, 2026 
- Jumping International de Dinard | July 30-August 2, 2026 
- Gallagher Dublin Horse Show | August 5-9, 2026 
- Brussels Stephex Masters | August 26-30, 2026 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE ROLEX SERIES 
 
The Rolex Series brings together seven of the world’s most iconic showjumping events, each of them 
supported by Rolex. The pinnacle of each of these events is the Rolex Grand Prix, where the best horses 
and riders in the world compete for seven of the most coveted Grand Prix-titles in the sport of 
showjumping. 
 
United through the Rolex Series, which was launched in 2024, these seven unique events all have their own 
distinctive qualities but also share certain common denominators. Firstly, each of the events that are part 
of the Rolex Series honours the heritage and traditions that so uniquely characterize the sport of 
showjumping. Furthermore, the venues that make up the series many of them with a rich equestrian history 
offer facilities and infrastructure which are globally renowned. The seven venues are also all especially 
valued for their highly enthusiastic and knowledgeable spectators who create an unparalleled atmosphere 
known to make horses and riders perform at their absolute best. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/Press/Accreditation/Press.html
https://www.rolexseries-equestrian.com/en/index.html

