https://thewaterinstitute.org/about/board-of-directors/mike-katz
Mike Katz is the Senior Managing Director of Benson Capital Partners (BCP) and has overseen the firm’s day-to-day operations since its founding. Initially created by Gayle Benson as her private investment office, BCP also manages over $100 million in external capital across two funds. Mike grew up in Silicon Valley and married a New Orleanian. He spent the first half of his career as venture capitalist in San Francisco and New York at firms like Battery Ventures and Greycroft before helping start the U.S. investment practice for the Alibaba Group. In 2018, he moved full-time to New Orleans. He Received his undergraduate degree from Georgetown, his MBA from Columbia, and is an adjunct professor at Tulane teaching entrepreneurial management. Mike and his wife Blaire, have two young daughters.
https://pitchbook.com/profiles/person/13791-79P#overview
Michael Katz General Information
Biography
Mr. Michael Katz serves as Senior Managing Director at Benson Capital Partners. He serves as He served as Managing Director at Benson Capital. Head of US Investments at Naspers Ventures. He serves as a Board Member at AxoSim, Prepaid2Cash. He is also a Board Member at FarmLogs and Joymode. He served as a Vice President at Battery Ventures. He joined Battery in 2011 and focuses on investments in digital media and Internet applications. Mike is currently involved with HotelTonight, J. Hilburn, KeyMe, Kontagent, SumAll, and Viddy. Before Battery, he was Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives at Conductor, where he ran the early development of what is now the company's core product. The conductor is a portfolio company of FirstMark Capital (previously known as Pequot Ventures), where Mike worked as an Associate and assisted with the firm's investments in StubHub (acquired by eBay), Navic Networks (acquired by Microsoft), and Flarion Technologies (acquired by Qualcomm). He was also an Analyst at Merrill Lynch & Co. in the Global Markets & Investment Banking division. Mike Katz currently serves on the Board of Venture for America, a Manhattan-based nonprofit placing undergraduates with startups in cities traditionally underserved by technology investors. He has a BS from Georgetown University and an MBA from Columbia Business School.
https://freeman.tulane.edu/lepage/studying-entrepreneurship/innovators-in-residence
Mike Katz
Current Role
· Managing Director, Benson Capital Partners
· Investor/Founder at Tahoga LLC
Career Highlights
· Technology investor with 15+ years of experience across all stages of company lifecycles
· Current and/or prior investments include StubHub, Magic Leap, 23andMe, KeyMe, Dollar Shave Club, and ~30 others
Companies
· Naspers Ventures
· Alibaba Group
· Battery Ventures
· Conductor, Inc.
· Pequot Ventures
· Merrill Lynch & Co.
Education
· BS, Georgetown University
· MBA, Columbia University

