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Art D’Égypte by CulturVator Announces the Second Edition of Tale of Two Cities: 
A Cultural Bridge Between Alexandria and Milan
June 30 – July 31, 2025
Following the success of its inaugural edition, Art D’Égypte by CulturVator proudly presents the second edition of Tale of Two Cities; a cross-cultural exhibition that fosters artistic dialogue between Egypt and Italy. Running from June 30th until the end of July 2025, this year’s edition deepens the connection between Alexandria and Milan; two cities woven with layers of history, architecture, and artistic heritage through an evocative exploration of memory, time, and creative legacy.
Tales of Two Cities is inspired by the ancient Milan Papyrus, one of the oldest poetic records known to civilization, this edition of Tale of Two Cities reflects on what endures when civilizations rise and fall. The exhibition is structured around three poetic fragments from the papyrus, each offering a lens through which artists reflect on the transience of cities and the permanence of art. These include Fragments on Art and Memory, highlighting the dual nature of creation and erosion; Lost Cities and Time, which addresses decay, abandonment, and impermanence; and On a Statue of a Famous Poet, a tribute to the enduring voice of artistic expression across generations.
This year’s exhibition takes place across two significant venues in Italy, each offering a unique curatorial perspective.
The first, titled The Milan Papyrus, is held at Galleria Fumagalli in Milan.
This exhibition is curated by Maria Vittoria Baravelli, respectively for the Egyptian and Italian sections, brings together a selection of contemporary Egyptian and Italian artists and designers whose works respond to the poetic fragments in innovative and multidimensional ways. Participating artists include Jamal Bassiouni, Hassan Ragab, Ahmed Farid, Luca Boffi, Giacomo Cossio, Clarulecis, and Luigi Pensa. The show also features some designers from our Designer Circle, including Kahal 1871, Ahmed Sherif, and Shewekar, whose designs offer a compelling interpretation of heritage and materiality in the context of contemporary design.
The second exhibition, Geography and Mystery, is part of  the held at the prestigious MA*GA Art Museum in Gallarate with the collaboration with The Italian Cultural Institute in Cairo and Consulate of Italy in Alexandria and part ot the exhibition “Promozione della fotografia italiana all’estero” Supported by Italian Ministry of Culture and that will see its main focus in October with an exhibition in Alexandria, Egypt dedicated to Marina Ballo Charmet and Stefano Cagol. This exhibition brings together Egyptian and Italian artists who explore the mystical geography of cities through their practices. Participating artists include Stefano Cagol, Marina Ballo Charmet, Karim El Hayawan, and Gamal Meleka.

This edition of Tale of Two Cities continues Art D’Égypte’s mission to create cultural bridges, foster international dialogue, and champion contemporary art and design as tools for storytelling, diplomacy, and enduring legacy.


Art D’Egypte by CulturVator;
Founded by French-Egyptian curator Nadine Abdel Ghaffar, Art D’Égypte is a privately owned multidisciplinary platform supporting Egypt’s and international arts and cultural scene through exhibitions, international collaborations, and community engagement. Its umbrella initiative, CulturVator, extends this mission by activating spaces across creative disciplines; from visual arts, fashion and film to design and heritage while fostering global cultural exchange. Art D’Égypte’s flagship exhibition, Forever Is Now, is the first international contemporary art exhibition to be held at Egypt’s iconic heritage sites. Presented annually, it creates a unique dialogue between ancient history and contemporary artistic expression, with four successful editions held since 2021. Since 2019, Art D’Égypte has expanded internationally, participating in global art exhibitions and launching educational initiatives such as podcasts and lecture series. Committed to inclusivity and sustainability, Art D’Égypte has received the patronage of UNESCO since 2019.

Galleria Fumagalli
Founded in Bergamo in 1971, Galleria Fumagalli is a Milan based contemporary art gallery, currently directed by Annamaria Maggi and Massimo Zanello. Over the years, Galleria Fumagalli has represented established artists focusing on particular renowned movements such as Arte Povera, Pittura Analitica, Minimalism, Post Minimalism, Conceptual Art, Body Art, Color Field Painting, Supports/Surfaces... just to mention a few. Through exhibition and editorial projects, Galleria Fumagalli operates in the contemporary art field promoting international mid-career artists and younger talents. Over the last 35 years, the gallery has presented more than 100 solos and more than 50 group exhibitions, both in its venue and in public institutions in Italy and abroad. Galleria Fumagalli has also edited 90 volumes (such as exhibition catalogs, monographies, and catalogues raisonnés).

For press inquiries and further information:
[Alaa ElSayegh & Esraa ElBehairy]
[press@artdegypte.com]
Art D’Égypte

Exhibition venues:
Galleria Fumagalli
Via Bonaventura Cavalieri 6, Milano – Italy
+39 02 367992285
info@galleriafumagalli.com
Museo MAGA
Via Egidio de Magri 1, Gallarate – Italy
+39 0331 706011
info@museomaga.it
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