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PUGLIA PARADISE, PUGLIA IS A DESTINATION TO ENJOY IN WINTER TOO: A WINTER COLLECTION OF CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS AND TAILOR-MADE EXPERIENCES

Puglia, November 2026 – Puglia is a destination to be enjoyed in winter too. This is the vision behind the new Puglia Winter Collection, a project through which Puglia Paradise expands its offering beyond the traditional summer season, turning the period between Christmas and New Year's Eve into an opportunity to discover the region through villa stays and personalised experiences.

Away from the crowds of the busiest months, winter reveals a different side of the region: villages illuminated for the festive season, local traditions, time to enjoy the region's cuisine and the pleasure of sharing special moments in a private setting. The Winter Collection captures this atmosphere through tailor-made packages designed around guests' individual preferences, making each stay a complete experience in which the villa becomes the starting point for discovering Puglia.

Puglia Paradise has created six different experiences: Christmas with the family, Christmas for two, discovering Puglia's villages decorated for the festive season, a culinary experience in a traditional Apulian kitchen featuring homemade pasta preparation, winter wellness and corporate retreats. Different options, united by the opportunity to combine accommodation and experiences according to the needs of each group, from couples and multigenerational families to corporate teams.

Experiences at the heart of the stay, even in winter

The Winter Collection reflects the hospitality model that Puglia Paradise has developed over the years, with experiences representing one of its key distinguishing features. While in summer the outdoor spaces and open-air lifestyle play an important role in the appeal of the villas, during the winter months it is above all personalisation, local activities and shared moments that shape the value of a holiday.

One figure clearly illustrates this evolution: within the Winter Collection, experiences can account for up to 60% of the total value of a stay, compared with an average share of 16.5% recorded throughout the year. This result confirms the potential of an offering in which the value of hospitality extends beyond the accommodation itself to encompass everything guests can experience during their stay.

Each stay is supported by a dedicated Guest Angel, who assists guests in choosing their villa and planning their experiences, tailoring the offering to their expectations. This approach makes it possible to enhance the destination beyond the peak season and create new opportunities for stays throughout the year.

A growing hospitality model: over €2.15 million in bookings in 2026

The decision to invest in the winter season is part of an established growth trajectory. In 2026, Puglia Paradise exceeded €2.15 million in bookings, up 24% compared with 2025, with turnover tripling since 2021. The results were also supported by an 8% increase in average rates and growth throughout the season, with June, August and September exceeding expectations in terms of both arrivals and revenue.

The average length of stay reached 7.2 nights, while the United States remained the leading source market, accounting for 30% of guests, followed by the United Kingdom at 21%. Canada stood out among the fastest-growing markets, reaching 8%, while Italy and Australia each accounted for 6%.

Guest feedback was also positive, with more than 150 five-star reviews collected during the season and a repeat guest rate of 8%.

Ancillary experiences up 46%: Pia takes centre stage this season

Alongside accommodation, the role of additional services and experiences continues to grow, having become an established business unit within the company. In 2026, they generated approximately €356,000, representing a 46% increase compared with the previous year. 70% of guests choose to enhance their stay with at least one additional service, a figure that approaches 100% among guests staying in the highest-end villas. Average spending per stay stands at €881.

The most popular experiences include boat excursions, private-chef lunches and dinners, guided tours to discover the region, in-villa wellness treatments and cooking classes. In particular, the first season of Pia, Puglia Paradise's own boat, saw more than 90 trips and over 400 guests on board between mid-May and mid-October.

The introduction of Pia helped increase the share of guests choosing a sea-based experience during their stay from one in ten to one in six. This result is part of a broader strategy to enhance an offering increasingly rooted in the region's identity and in the opportunity to create personalised activities, including combinations of boat trips and culinary experiences.

Looking ahead to 2027: 33 properties and new growth opportunities

«We have tripled our turnover in five years, and we have achieved this by focusing on what makes a stay unique: the people, the experiences and the authentic Puglia», says Massimo Valentini, Founder of Puglia Paradise. «We now want to bring this model into the winter season too. Between Christmas and New Year's Eve, Puglia is authentic and beautiful, and it is tailor-made experiences that turn a villa holiday into a lasting memory.»

In 2027, Puglia Paradise plans to further expand its collection, which will reach 33 properties, including villas, trulli and masserie, with two new properties already in development ahead of the next season. The strategy aims to strengthen the brand's positioning in the luxury villa segment in Puglia, increasing the number of booked nights and occupancy rates.

At the same time, the company will continue to invest in experiences and personalised stays. Pia will also extend its operating season, with the first trips scheduled as early as April. Meanwhile, the 2027 order book already includes approximately €170,000 in confirmed bookings.

With the Winter Collection, Puglia Paradise aims to showcase a lesser-known side of the destination, bringing its hospitality model to the colder months too: high-end villas, individual attention and a range of experiences shaped around the region and the people who choose to discover it.

About Puglia Paradise

Puglia Paradise is a collection of high-end villas, trulli and masserie in Puglia. Each stay is supported by a dedicated Guest Angel and can be enhanced with tailor-made experiences, including private chefs, boat excursions aboard Pia, guided tours, wellness treatments and cooking classes. In 2027, the collection will reach 33 properties.
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