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PALAZZO MONNALISA BY DEI CAVALIERI COLLECTION OPENS IN FLORENCE: A HISTORIC RESIDENCE REBORN IN THE HEART OF THE CITY
Dei Cavalieri Collection unveils its renovated five-star boutique hotel in Borgo Pinti: 37 rooms, a beautiful private garden and centuries of Florentine history reinterpreted through contemporary hospitality.
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Florence – Palazzo Monnalisa – Firenze, a five-star boutique hotel by Dei Cavalieri Collection, has officially opened its doors, bringing a prestigious historic residence in the heart of the Tuscan capital back to life. Located at Borgo Pinti 27, just a short walk from the Cathedral and the city's main attractions, the palazzo now welcomes guests to a place where historic charm meets contemporary comfort, creating an intimate, refined stay with a distinctly Florentine character.
With 37 rooms spread across the main palazzo, the historic Limonaia and the Scuderia, a lush private garden and a food offering inspired by the local area, Palazzo Monnalisa embodies a concept of understated luxury, defined by authenticity, beauty and attention to detail.
The opening marks a new chapter for Dei Cavalieri Collection, the hotel group owned by the Bernardelli family, which has been a leading name in Italian hospitality for three generations. The group continues its commitment to enhancing historic buildings and transforming them into destinations that tell the story of their surroundings.
A Palazzo Steeped in Centuries of History
The origins of Palazzo Monnalisa date back to the 14th century, when the building was constructed as a merchant courtyard house, with workshops and warehouses serving the commercial activities of medieval Florence. Its history is also closely intertwined with that of Borgo Pinti, the ancient street on which the palazzo stands, once located outside the city walls before later being incorporated into the urban fabric.
The street has long been closely connected with Florentine artistic life. Among its illustrious residents was the sculptor Jean de Boulogne, known as Giambologna, who in 1608 purchased the nearby Palazzo Bellini delle Stelle, directly opposite Palazzo Monnalisa, and turned it into his home and workshop.
From the 15th century onwards, the building was gradually transformed into a prestigious aristocratic residence, home to several prominent Florentine families. These included the Ferrantini, who hosted the Patriarch of Constantinople in 1439 on the occasion of the Ecumenical Council, and the Neri family, whose history is linked to Saint Philip Neri. Born in 1515 and known as Pippo il Buono, he is traditionally believed to have been born in one of the palazzo's rooms.
In the 17th century, the property passed to the Marzichi-Lenzi family, an important Florentine merchant dynasty from which the building takes its historic name and which was granted the title of count by Grand Duke Cosimo III.
The palazzo's historical and artistic value was recognised as early as 1901, when the building was included in the list of monuments drawn up by the Directorate General of Antiquities and Fine Arts, confirming its significance within the city's architectural heritage.
Another significant chapter in its history began in 1956, when the palazzo became the residence of Countess Oslavia Ciardi Duprè, who turned it into a meeting place for artists, intellectuals and members of the European aristocracy. Her former apartment is now home to the Contessa Grand Room, the hotel's most distinctive accommodation.
Acquired by the Bernardelli family in 2017, the complex has undergone a major restoration and redevelopment project, carried out with respect for its historical, artistic and architectural heritage. Wooden coffered ceilings, Florentine terracotta floors, and artworks and sculptures belonging to the Duprè family now coexist with a classic-contemporary aesthetic, returning to the city a residence that tells the story of its past through a new hospitality experience.
Numerous architectural details still bear witness to the palazzo's past: from the former convent courtyard, now home to the reception, to the characteristic wine window, and the coat of arms featuring a bull's head on the main entrance façade on Borgo Pinti, a reminder of the Marzichi-Lenzi family. The result is a residence that retains its original soul, reinterpreted through a classic-contemporary aesthetic that brings original materials and historic features into dialogue with the needs of modern hospitality.
Each room with its own Identity
Staying at Palazzo Monnalisa means enjoying an experience that differs from that of a traditional hotel. The distinctive layout of the complex, with spaces spread across the Historic Palazzo, the Limonaia and the Scuderia, preserves the character of a private residence, with intimate passageways, unexpected views and spaces that each tell a different story.
The 37 rooms vary in size, outlook and architectural details, balancing timeless elegance with contemporary comfort. The colour palette draws on the warm tones of Florentine tradition, from cream and beige to earthy shades and terracotta, while terracotta floors, wooden ceilings and refined finishes complement furnishings with clean lines.
Some rooms feature precious historic ceilings, while others overlook the tranquillity of the inner garden, with four accommodations offering direct access to it.
The property's highlight is the Contessa Grand Room, an exclusive accommodation of approximately 75 square metres set within the former apartment of Countess Oslavia Ciardi Duprè. Its wooden coffered ceiling, original fireplace and generous proportions make it one of the most authentic expressions of the palazzo's charm, where the past becomes an integral part of the guest experience. The spacious bathroom is a setting devoted to wellbeing, featuring a large walk-in shower and a striking freestanding bathtub designed for moments of complete relaxation.
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A Secret Garden in the Heart of Florence
One of Palazzo Monnalisa's most striking features is its private garden, a green oasis tucked among the architecture of the historic centre, offering a sense of tranquillity just steps away from the city's liveliest streets.
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Ornamental plants and the design of a Florentine-style Italian garden create a space that forms the property's green heart and a natural extension of its communal areas.
A place to enjoy at a slower pace, whether taking a break after a day exploring Florence, reading in the shade of the greenery or simply savouring the pleasure of silence.
It is precisely this contrast between the vibrancy of the city centre and the garden's secluded atmosphere that makes Palazzo Monnalisa such a distinctive destination: an urban retreat that feels like a private residence, removed from the city's pace while remaining right at its heart.






Tuscan Flavours and Moments of Togetherness
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The Palazzo Monnalisa experience is complemented by a food offering that invites guests to slow down and rediscover the pleasure of conviviality. Overlooking the beautiful private garden, the restaurant and cocktail bar welcome guests into an intimate, refined setting surrounded by greenery and away from the city's hectic pace.
The culinary offering celebrates the authentic flavours of Italian cuisine, with a particular focus on Tuscan tradition. Dishes showcase quality ingredients and simple preparations, interpreted with a contemporary sensibility. A versatile and informal offering designed for different moments throughout the day, from a light lunch or a snack to an aperitivo and dinner.
The cocktail bar completes the experience with carefully prepared drinks, to be enjoyed in the peaceful garden, perhaps at sunset, when the atmosphere becomes even more intimate and evocative.
The spaces are equally suited to moments of relaxation and convivial gatherings, business meetings and special occasions, offering a discreet and private setting in the heart of Florence.
A small urban retreat where food, hospitality and the pleasure of spending time together come together, turning even a simple break into a memorable experience.


A New Expression of Hospitality by Dei Cavalieri Collection
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With the opening of Palazzo Monnalisa, Dei Cavalieri Collection adds a new destination in Florence to its portfolio, continuing a journey built on enhancing Italy's architectural heritage and on a vision of hospitality that places the identity of each destination at its centre.
A project that interprets luxury not only through comfort and the quality of its services, but above all through the uniqueness of its locations, privacy, tranquillity and the opportunity to enjoy an authentic experience.
Palazzo Monnalisa thus becomes a new destination on Florence's hospitality scene: not simply a hotel, but a residence to inhabit, preserving centuries of history and transforming them into a new way of experiencing Florence.

About Dei Cavalieri Collection
Dei Cavalieri Collection is an Italian hotel group led by Milan-based family the Bernardellis, now in its third generation. The Group brings together four hospitality properties and food & beverage venues in some of Italy's leading destinations, offering hospitality that combines strategic locations, elegance and a focus on the guest experience.
In Milan, the Collection includes Hotel The Square – Milano Duomo and Hotel Dei Cavalieri – Milano Duomo, both located in the heart of the city, as well as The Roof Milano Bar & Restaurant, a panoramic terrace overlooking the Milan skyline. In Florence, Palazzo Monnalisa welcomes guests to a historic residence with a private garden, while in Caserta, Hotel Dei Cavalieri – Caserta La Reggia enjoys a strategic location near the renowned Royal Palace.

Dei Cavalieri Collection
Milan | Caserta | Florence
www.deicavaliericollection.com
Palazzo Monnalisa – Florence
Borgo Pinti 27, 50121 Florence
www.palazzomonnalisa.com
For interviews and press enquiries
OGS PR and Communication
Via Koristka 3, Milan
www.ogscommunication.com
press.ogscommunication.com
info@ogscommunication.com
+39 02 3450610 
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